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to him from the beginning, an attitude of reserve and
independence to which one was little accustomed in that
sphere, and which, I am sorry to say, was never appre-
ciated at its worth by the Czar and his intimates.
The portrait which I have essayed to draw of this
distinguished man would be incomplete were I to omit
to mention his marvellous gift of oratory; in his first
address to the Douma he revealed himself as a public
speaker of extraordinary power. I use the word " re-
vealed " because, up to that moment, no one had the
slightest knowledge of his talent as an orator, and, in all
probability, he himself was equally unconscious of pos-
sessing such a talent, for, prior to the meeting of the
first Douma, there was no school in Russia in which
parliamentary oratory could be acquired. We have seen
that the debates in the assemblies of the Zemstvos were
of a rather familiar and informal character, unfavour-
able to the cultivation of an oratorical style. The
Russian, as we have since discovered, especially during
the period following the fall of the monarchy, is not only
endowed with a natural gift of eloquence, but is, alas,
too much inclined to abuse this gift to the detriment of
action. I have no hesitation in repeating that the use
of the rostrum produced an unhealthy effect upon the
debates of the Douma, but, in the case of M. Stolypine,
it became a mighty instrument of government. In
the assemblies of the Zemstvos, in which he had taken
part before he became a Minister, he had been trained
to speak without preparation, and the most remarkable
speeches pronounced by him in the Douma were purely
extempore. Oftener than not he mounted the tribune
on the spur of a sudden impulse, without manuscript
and even without notes, and for more than an hour held
Ms hearers spell-bound by his fiery eloquence, accen-